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Geological study of the Paleogene strata at Gesujima Islet
of Kumamoto Prefecture in Kyushu

Masao OTSUKA

Abstract

The Paleogene strata, so-called the Amakusa coal field, composed of the Miroku and Hondo Groups, are widely
distributed in the Gesujima area of Central Kyushu. The Co-Akasaki and Co-Shiratake Formations are members of the
Miroku G., the Hondo G. consisted with the Kyoragi and Toishi Formations. The Co-Akasaki Formation is undoubtedly
correlated with the Co-Akasaki Formation in the Akashimisaki area judging from the nearly the same features of bivalve
faunas and litho-facies such as red siltstone.

The Paleogene strata of this area are also very akin to the basal parts of the Miroku Group in Ikarajima Islet in having
their nearly the same features of depositional facies. Although Co-Shiratake Formation of this area is very thin in the
thickness, the formation is widely distributed at western side of the islet.

Key words : Miroku Group, Co-Akazaki Formation, Co-Shiratake sandstone Formation, Hondo Group,
Kyoragi Formation, Toishi Formation
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