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Abstract

Alluvial sediment under the lowland area of ogushi in Itsuwa Town, Amakusa City, Kumamoto Prefecture was taken from a hand-
drilled core (Ugai et al., 2009). The samples were analyzed for pollen and diatom, and the lowermost and uppermost samples were
measured for radioactive carbon age at 7020+40 y BP (Cal BC 5990 to 5830) and 5460440 y BP (Ugai et al., 2009), respectively.

Diatom fossils from the sediments show that the area was a shallow bay that intruded further inland due to a higher sea level in the
Jomon period. The pollen diagram shows an evergreen forest mainly composed of pasania and oak during the late early Jomon period
at the southern land area of the Ariake sea.

There are pollen data from Nakashima, Namitate in the Kumamoto Plane (Iwauchi and Hase, 1992 and Hiraki et al., 2006).
While comparing the development of evergreen forest in the area of the Kumamoto plane to that of the southern land area of the
Ariake sea, it was found that the luxuriant change from pasania forest to evergreen oak forest happened 7000 years ago on the

easterly land forms of the Ariake sea, but 5500 years ago on their southern counterparts.
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